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A COLLECTOR IN WESTERN CUBA AND TEE ISLE OF PINES. 


UY KEV. IL E. WUEELER. 


(^Co)icladed from p^tgc 108). 

The lost few (lays of niy vaeatioji wt^re t:[>ent on an excursion to 
the Isle of l^ines, ami I was fortunate in having Dr. de la 'rorre fop 
a travelling coni|)anion. Looking at the map one sees that in out¬ 
line it is very lik(i the profile of an ancient volante, the typieaj 
Cuban carriage, and this comparison has been handed down by those 
who travelled in that curious and now almost forgotten vidiiele. 

Baron von Humboldt and Aime Boiipland visited the Island 
early in the nineteenlh century, making important geological aiid 
botanical observations. The first eoncholugist to explore its shores 
was D. Jose M. Velascpiez. This was sennetime in the early thir- 
lies, but he pnblislied no description of the speci-rs collected. A 
little later Count Arthur Morelet made an exp(‘diiion to the Antilles, 
sailed ai'cmnd the Isle of Pines, landing near the present capital, 
Nueva Gerona, on the Casas R ver. Ilis book, entitled “ Testdcea 
Novissima lustdcB Cuhana et Aineric(8 Centralist de.'scribes s[>eeies 
collected here as well as in Cuba and Central America. The 
species described from the Isle of Pines were: 

Olcdcina fdltculnrls (~ 0. suhuldla^ Pfr?). 

Oleacina paragramma (= O. solidula, Pfr.). 

Cylindrella (Urocoptis) pruinosa. 

Cyclostoma semicanum, a very rare species from the South Coast.’ 

Cyclostorna pupoides. 

Cyelosioma disjunctum (a synonym of C. moreletiana, Petit, dis¬ 
junct am being preoccupied). 

Helicijia (Priotrochatella) constellata,® and Ilelieina scopulornm. 

Poey described Trochatellit slellata^ Ivdwx Vidasquez’ manuscript. 
This species is not found on the Sierra de Casas, the home of its 
nearest congener, Trochatella consteUata^ but on the Sierra de 


^ Publislicd 1849-1851. 

2 At Cnrapaehi Bci, meaning “Turtles’ Bay,” a name given to it by Uie 
Gshermen of Cayman’s Ishimls. 

*See Revue Zook, 1347, p. 147. 

^Sec Poey, Mem. k, pp. 1 17, 447 ; and Jay, Cat. 1850. 
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Calmllos, a mountain some tliree miles to llie East of Las Casas and 
across tlie Casas River. 

Guncllacli visited the Island about tl»e year 1854 and collected all 
tlie species previously desciibed and some others which were de¬ 
scribed by Poey and Pfeiffer. These were: 

Chrondropoma dissohitum, Pfr., a species so near Cliondropoma 
pictum that it may he worthy ol a varietal posiiion only. 

Trochalella luleo-apicata, Poey. Troehatella callosa, Poey. 

Helix (Jeannerelia) pilyonesica, PiV., which so far as studied 
does not appear to be distinguishable save, in size from the common 
multistriata.' 

Helix (Cysticopsis) comes, Poey (near cuhensis, Pfr.). 

Glandinella (Huliimis) poeyanns, Pl‘r., together with a new genus, 
Pineria, which is represented by lour species only two of which 
were desciibed from the Isle of Pines. These were: Pineria 
beathiana, Poey, and Pineria terebra, Poey. The latter is not 
only one of the rarest, but also one of the most curious, of land 
shells. 

The only addition to the fauna of the Isle of Pines since Gundlach 
is Cerion pinermm, Dali, and a variety of this sjiecies is claimed by 
its discoverer to he the smallest of the genus. 

It was Dr. de la Torre’s hope to find some new thing in the Sierra 
de la Canada in the interior of the Island. But this range proved 
to be a quartz formation covered with pine trees,* which surely have 
the right of way, so far as native vegetation is concerned, on the 
Island. The common grass of this region is Hj/perictun yalioides^ 
Lam. At the foot of the mountain, however, w'e collected 

Oleacina oleaeea, Per. Suhulina octona, Brg. 

Helix (deanneretia) pityonesica, Pfr. Thysano|)hora vortex, Pfr. 

On the Sierra de Casas we collected all the known species from 
that locality, Uroeofth pi'inimsa^ INIor., rather plentiful!}’. There 
seemed to he two forms of tliis species, one which was stout and 
large, the other mucdi more slender, hut fully as long. Near Nueva 


* The generic position of mnUistriala is still problematical, and can only be 
definitely established by an examination of the soft parts. 

2 Pimis carihma Morelet. This tree grows also in Western Cuba, Florida and 
the Bahamas, and until recently (1904) has been confused with Vinm cuhevsi^ 
Griseb., the pine of Eastern Cuba. 
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Geronji we collected two fresli-waler species, Ampullaria conica^ 
Wodii, and Physa cube/tsfsj Plr. 

Evt^i-y wlicre we saw great colonies of ants ^ which are there so 
destriiciive to vegetation. One of the most dread pests, liowever, is 
the Jejeue'^ (pronounced liay-hay-nie), a tiny fly, smaller than a 
gnat, wliose sting, while not very painlul, raises innumerahle little 
bnnijis on the skin which smart nriplt^asandy. They travel in swarms 
and are not bai-refl Ijy ordinary mosquito netting, and, their favorite 
time fur attack being in the night, one can only escape their ravages 
under a canopy of closely woven goods. AVhen the Cuban wi^he8 
to take i»ff a conceited man, he says: “He knows also where the 
jejeiie lays his eggs,” something, by the way, which even the 
Naturalist has not yet fliscovered. 

or the parrots the Ara trlcttlor is about extinct, but the ^^Cafarra ” 
(^ChrysoUs leucopluthi)^ the white-headed parrot, is still abundant, as 
well as the Perlco'* * {Cotninis erops)^ a small paroquet witli a long 
tail. Some six thousand of these birds are exported annually for 
pets, lint to he trained to talk must be taken from the nest. The 
rare “ Gayamn'' known (o us as the Wood Ibis ( Tanlahis loculatovy 
Linn.), seems here to adorn itself with all the glory it can borrow 
in a tropical environment. 

The giant among the trees of tliis Island is the Yagntmay^ whose 
dead leaves infold thcn^selves making a good retreat for .«nails and 
wasps alike. One of the abundant wild fiuits is the Icaco^ used in 
preparing a sweet jelly, but this is found aLo in the coasts of Cuba. 
At the loot of the Sierra de Casas we saw tliat peculiar Anacardinni^ 
which produces a huge seed, .'*haped like a ]iear, externally to the 
fruit. The bottle palrn,^ called in Spanish J3Ln'rigonay having a 
bulge in its trunk like an Indian club, could not fail to attract 
attention, and another common palm was the Mirttguanuy^ with 
slender trunk, whose leaves filled out a circle as perfectly as a daisy. 

* Spanish “ Uibijagua,” -1/^u cephaloles, 

^(EcactafurenSy Pocy, not to be mistaken for the larger and less vivacious 
sand-Hy. 

* Cecrojtia peltaia. See Prof. Simpson’s reference to this and other Cuban 
trees in the ‘‘Collectors’ Journal,” Vol. I, Nos. 3, 4 and 5. Ilis paper is 
entitled: “Notes from a Collecting Trip in Cuba.” 

^Anacardium occidentahy h, ^ Colpothrinaz wrighlii Ovxsch. nnH NTendland, 

® Colpolhinax viiraguano. 
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AVliat of commercial opportiiniiics in tlie Isle of Pines? Opinions 
will vary. But some indication may be had in the fact that out of 
a total population of eight thousand, five thousand ai’e Americans. 
The land itself is by no means fertile. There, is nothing specially 
inviting in the scenei-y, excepting (he North Coast, and educalionul 
advantages are quite meager. Scliools and churches there are, and 
many cultured people, but morals are at a low ebb generally. The 
climate is the Island’s greatest asset, and its chief products will 
always be the citrus fruits. 


NEW JAPANESE OVULIDJE. 


KY II. A. riLSKUY. 


OvuLA (Neosimnia) iiirasei, 11. sp. Plate 7, fig. 4. 

The shell is fusiform, its greatest diameter contained 2.8 limes in 
the length ; thin, bluish white, the ends pale ochre eoloi-ed for a 
distance of 4 or o min.; glossy, under the lens showing distinct very 
fine longitudinal striation, and about G oblique, low and well sepa¬ 
rated spiral cords at the lower end, one or two more than this at the 
summit. The rest of the surface has a microscopic spiral striation, 
so minute as to be baldly noticeable except under the com[)Oiind 
microscope. Tlie two ends are about equally produced, ])oinied. 
Outer lip tbickened outside and witbin. retracted at bo(li ends, very 
indistinctly angular near llie lower end, columella straight and 
simple. Near the summit there is a low, indistinct spiral swelling 
very obliquely encircling the axis. Length 28, diam. 10 mm. 

province of Tosa, Japan, Y. Hi rase. 

This species is longer and less swollen than 0, sowerhyrnia Wein- 
kanft (= Ocnlam speltd Sowb., Thes. p. 480, pi. 100, f. 03, 04, not 
of Linne). It is decidedly more inflated than 0. carpenteri Dkr. 
Tlie axial fold above is quite weak in 0. hirasei^ and the coloration 
is characteristic. 

OvuLA NirroxEXSTS, n. sp. Plate 7, fig. 9. 

Tlje shell is oral, angular at the ends, glossy, bright flesli-pink 
gradunily becoming paler towards the lip; very indistinctly 4- 
banded with brown, maculate with brown on the back and behind 





